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PBSA Market(Purpose Built 
Student Accommodation)

Glasgow in Numbers

77,640
Full Time 
Students in 

Glasgow (2021/22)

25,735
Full Time 

International 
Students (2021/22)

4.4%
10 Year Full 
Time Student 

CAGR

5 Universities
Including one 
Russell Group 
University

12.3%
Annual Growth in Full 
Time International 

Students Since 2016/17

20,553
Operational 

PBSA

2,817 beds
Current 
Pipeline 
of PBSA

3.8
Current 

Student to 
Bed Ratio

-23%
Fewer Properties 
to Rent Versus 
2017-19 Average

Population of 17-19 year olds over next 10 years
The population of 17-19 year olds will grow over the next 
10 years, meaning there will be more university-age people. 
This will lead to a more rapid increase in the student 
population over the next ten years.
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Undergraduate growth projection
Undergraduate students are projected to continue to grow to 
1.75m. Glasgow is unable to accommodate its current student 
population. The city will be under greater pressure if 
student numbers continue to grow.
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Economic uncertainty
Economic uncertainty increases the demand for higher 
education which has created strong growth in student numbers 
in the last couple of years.
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Undersupply of PBSA in Glasgow
There is a significant undersupply of PBSA in Glasgow as 
publicised in national press and local Universities. 74% 
of full-time students are unable to access PBSA at current 
supply levels, with the current pipeline representing 14% 
of existing stock.

3.8
Current Student 
to Bed Ratio

2,817
PBSA Beds in 
the Pipeline

Current Supply and Demand Dynamics Planning Pipeline
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